
This resource is intended for general information purposes only. It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation. Always follow your 

organization's policies and procedures as presented by your manager or supervisor. For further information regarding this resource, contact your Safety Director at 877.398.3046. © 

All rights reserved. 

CRANE INSPECTIONS BEST PRACTICES 

Overhead and gantry cranes are often used by public agencies as a safe way to lift and move heavy or large 

materials. It is important to ensure that your cranes are functioning properly and will not pose an additional hazard 

during use. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires overhead and gantry cranes to 

be inspected regularly. OSHA requires three types of inspections: initial, frequent, and periodic.  

Initial Inspections are to be conducted before initial use for all new 

or altered cranes. These are typically completed by an outside 

inspection company.  

Frequent Inspections must be conducted on a daily to monthly 

basis, depending on the frequency of use of the crane. These are 

often conducted in-house.  

Periodic Inspections must be conducted on a one-to-twelve-month 

interval, depending on the frequency of use of the crane, 

environmental conditions, and severity of use. This can be 

conducted in-house or by an outside company.  

Both the Frequent and the Periodic Crane Inspection Checklists are available on the NJCE Safety Resources webpage 
under the header Forms, Documents and Checklists, subheader Inspection Checklists.

Cranes that have been idle for a period of 1 to 6 months shall be given 

an inspection meeting the requirements of the “frequent inspections” 

before being placed in service.  Cranes that have been idle for a period 

longer than 6 months must be given an inspection meeting the 

requirements of both “frequent inspections” and “periodic inspections” 

before being placed in service.  

Crane truck inspections and regulations are covered in a Safety 
Director Bulletin: Crane Truck Regulations.

https://melsafetyinstitute.org/safety-bulletins/
https://njce.org/safety/resources/
https://njce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/JAM-SD-Bulletin-Crane-Truck-Regulations-Dec-2023.pdf
https://filexchange.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/JAMontgomeryFileServer/EuNIILIJO-9yh2v8wcHsHzgBUeOPecNZhgqvpw8lqjlsBw?e=JTPc2W



